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Occafioned by the Late GREAT 


EARTHQUAKE, 


And the Terrors that attended it. 
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Prepared for, and ( in Part ) Delivered ata 
Fast in Dorchefter, Nov. 7. 1727. And 
Tranfcribed for the Prefs with fome 

— Enlargement. 


PRS ER TA EONS ae A 
By fi AQ Wh, DANFORTH, M. A. 
Paftor of the Cuurcu there. 





Eas, EAS eal Se IES SET 

Exod. 20. 19. And they faid to Mofes, Speak, - 

* thou-with us, and we will hear ; but let not 
GOD /peak with us, left we die. 

Heb. 4.7. Again, He limiteth a certain Day, 
faying in David, TO DAT, after fa long & 
Time; as it is faid, TO DAT, if ye wil 
bear HIS VOICE, HARDEN net your 
Hearts. 

Luke 16. 30, 31. And he faid, nay, Father 
Abraham : But if one went from the Dead, 
they will repent. 

And be faid unto him, If they hear not Motes, 
and the Prophets, neither will they be perfwad~ 
ed, though one rofe from the Dead, 


BOSTON, Printed by GamarisrRocens, 
for Joun Exiorat the fouth End. 1728. 
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A 
SERMON 
OccasiIONED ‘py THE 


EARTHQUAKE. 











EXODUS, T3133, 34: 


AND Motes went out of the City, frem 
Pharaoh, and /pread abroad bis Hands unto 
the LORD; and the Thunders and Hail ceaf= 
ed, and the Rain was net poured wn the 
Barty. 

And when Pharaoh faw that the Rain, and 
the Hail, and the Thunders were ceafed, He 
SINNED YET MORE, and HARDNED 
bis Heart’ ; be and his Servants. 


4OR an INTRODUCTION to our 
following Difcourfe it may not be 
: improper to fay, Rejoice not for Joy, 
Ea. =O New-England! as other People 5 
for thou haft gone a whoring from thy GOD. 
The LORD has known and own’d thee above 
all the Families of the Earth ; and therefore 
He will punith thee for thine Iniquities, Nor 

| | were 













































2 A SERMON Occafioned 
were the ten Virgins in the Parable, more 
leepy, and fecure, and unwilling to be tho- 
rowly awakened, by the ordinary Difpenfati- 
ons of GOD’s Word and Providences, than 
the Generality of New-England have been. 

“Tis not then needle{s, and without Reaton, 
that fe Cas well as others, not lefs fleepy 
and fecure in Sin ) are vifited of the LORD 
of Hotfts, with a great and terrifying Earth- 
quake, vaitly extended, and the LOR D’s Voice 
therein often repeated, and long continued in 
the Land. Thus the LORD utes extraordi- 
nary Means, when, through the Hardnefs of 
our Flearts, ordinary will not do. 

I am fenfible, that the inquifitive and anxi- 
ous Minds of Mankind, are very prone inward- 
ly to burn with a feavourifh Thirft after the 
Hore-knowledge of future Events, and of all the 
Changes in the right hand of the MostHicu,that 
are appointed for them. Nor are we ignorant 
that both in the divineOracles,andProvidences, 
great Earthquakes are fet forth as awful Warn- 
mgs, portentous Sigas, andFere-runnei's of great 
State-quakes, andGhurcl-quakes, andDefolations; 
even when no great Defolations have been 
actually made. by them. 

Ar prefent, the Lorp faith to the godly 
Paitors and People. among us, MY SPIRIT is 
among you ; fear ye not ! And their believing, 
and broken-hearted, and extraordinarySuppli- 
cations, are geod Signs thereof. But alas ! The 
Generality are not godly, nor regencrate ! Yet 
Numbers of then, by the great. ferce of the 

: ‘ prefent 


eee nn 











i 
l 
i 






* by the EARTHQUAKE. 2 
prefent Zerrvr, have great Convictions, good 
Affections, religious Defires, and Devotions, 
and fome Refolutions for Reformation, and 


-fome Beginnings of it. But, if the Hoxy 
| Sprrir do not /wpernaturally Imprefs "em the 
| EVENT wwill be, That thefe Terrors will foon 


wear off, and their Convictions, good Affeéti- 


ons, and’ beginnings of Reformation ( after 


they have begotten in them a fixt falfe Opi- 
nion of their fafe Eftate for Eternity ) will 


prave like the morning Cloud and early Dew, 
| that foon pafs away: And the Reftraint that 


was put upon their Corruptions, for a fhort 
‘Time, by means of their Convictions and Ter= 
rors, being by them fhaken off the ‘Tide and 
Current of their carnal Lufts will be the ftrong~ 
er, and they will fin more and worfe, and 


will harden their Hearts againft GOD and His 





Law ; and will keep filling up their Meafure 


of Iniquity, “till Judgment and Deftruction 
come upon them. An EVENT greatly to be 


dreaded, and moft fervently to be deprecated 
this Day! An EVENT that moft certainly wilt 


come 5 except it be moft wonderfully prevent- 


ed by the miraculous or fupernatural Work of 


GOD the Horr Guosr. Now, it being of | 


mighty Importance to us, that we be made 
thorowly /enfible of this fatal DANGER, to 
invigorate our Cfies to Heaven, and our dili- 
gent Improvement of all Means for Obtain- 


/ ment of the Diyins Mercy ; We therefore 
fhail folemnly confider the Record in our 


Text, 


For 
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For the Exprication whereof, let me fay, 
Thatthe Revelation of the divine Defign of 
fending the great Immanuer (GOD and Man 
in one Ferfon) to fulfil the divine Law, to 
fuffer Punifhment as Surety for us, to glorify 
Juftice, as well as Mercy, in the Salvation of 
elect Sinners among Mankind, being made for 
the do@rinal Foundation of their faving Faith 
and Holinefs ; *twas the Pleafure of GOD, 
to raife up a diftinguifhed People in the midit 
of the Nations, to be His vwifible Church, to 
make publick Declaration and Profeffion there- 
of, and to continue that Church, *till it had 
teem’d the Messran, the Immanuez, into the 
World. That People multiplied into a Na- 
tion, in two hundred and ten Years time, in 
the Land of Egypt, whither, at the Call both 
of the divine Providence and Oracle, their 
Father J/rae/ went, with his Offfpring, Cabout 
feventy Perfons:) And then GOD fent His 
Prophet Mo/es, to demand of the King of 
Egypt, who held them in Bondage, to let them 
go out of his Land to ferve the Lory JEHO- 
VAH their GOD ; but the haughty pagan 
Monarch made Anfwer, that he knew not 
JEHOVAH, and that he would not let the 
Children of Irae] go. But before the LORD 
would utterly deftroy him, and his Princes, 
and mighty Hott, he fente many Meflages, 
and Warnings to ’em, not only by his Pro- 
-phet, but alfo by miraculous Providences, and 
leffer Plagues: The feventh whereof was a 
confeffed and moft ominous Prodigy in the 
Land 
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Land of Egypt ; which though in the ordina-_ 
ry Courfe of Nature it needs no Rain and has 
none ; yet there came upon them at the 
Word of GOD’s Prophet from Heaven, mot 
formidable Thunders, and Flames of Fire, 
and Torrents, rather than Showers of Rain, 
and Hail ; deftroying Man and Beait, that 
were not in their Houtes : And hereupon the 
terrified Idolater begs of the Prophet MMo/es 
to intreat the Lorn JEHOVAH to remove 
that dircful Storm ; and Promifes to let the 
~ Children of J/rael go out of his Land, to /erve 

the LORD their GOD. Now in our Text we 

have the Hiftory of what the Prophet dfo/es 

did, and of what GOD did, and of what the 

King, and: Court, and, Nobles, and People 

did afterward. x 

I fay, we have a Narrative ; 
1. Or the Prophet’s Acr : Wherein he 
tranfa@ed with the Mosr Hicn GOD, in 
that terrifying ‘Time, by Way of Intreaty, 
and Interceffion ; fet forth by the fignal Phrafe 
of bis (preading forth his Hands to the LORD. 
This AG was exemplary, and to be imitated. 

z. Or the GOD of Heavens Acr thereup- 
on, in removing of that which diftreffed and 
affrighted them, and caufing that formidable 
Tempett to ceate. 

3. Or the Acr of that perfidious King, and 
his Servants. /Vhen Pharach faw that the 
Rain, and the Hail,.and the Thunders were 
 ceafed, He SINNED TET MORE, and 
 HARDNED bimfelf ; He and bis as 
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A SERMON Occafioned 





‘The Strength of their ferocious and diabolical 
Courage had been nota little diminifhed, by the 
external Force upon them, that had awaken- 
ed up both a fenfitive and rational Fear with- 
in them ; and had foftned their Hearts, and 
made them conditionally Willing to yield tothe 
divine Command, of letting J/rae] go. Even 
as upen Condition that there be no other Way, - 
to fave their Lives in a Storm at Sea, Mem 
are willing to caft their Goods overboard, 
which otherwife they would preferve with 
all their Hearts. But when the external 
force was off, and the vifible Danger of their 
being fuddenly kill’d ceafed, they, inftead of 
taking Pains with themfelves to. maintain 
their awful Fear of GOD, and the Softnefs 
and Pliablenefs of their Hearts unto his Will, 
took Pains with their Hearts, to firengthen, 
embalden, and harden themfelves againft the Fear 


of GOD; and to fortify them/felves in their Re- 


bellion againft. Hin: And mott ungratefully 
they abufed GOD’s Lenity and\Pity, in His 
Removal of that aftonifhing Storm from ’em, 
and did moft_perfidioufly. break the folemn 
Promifes that had been made to. GOD, and 
Mofes: And as if the Aumicurr had: now 
cone his Worlt, they grew more Obftinate in 
their moft wicked Dajfiance to Him.) 6} 


« Tusre are but three DOCTRINES that I 


thal! collect, or /e/e# from the ‘Lent, for our 
prefent Confideration in the Fear of GOD. 
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TIMES of error from GOD, cab for 


PRAYERS to GOD ; and the Godly 
foould interceed far the Ungodly, theugh 
their Enemies, when they are in Danger 
of pevifbing under the Wrath of GOD. 


DOCTRINE IL 


UPON the bumble and earneft Supplications 


of the Godly, the moft gracious GOD may 
condefcend to put a Stop to His very ter— 
vifying Difpenf{ations, and caufe His migh= 
ty Thundrings to ceafe. 


DO OTR UN B vie. 


| Ad L THOUGH while terrifying Shocks, and 


Strokes lafi, many of the Carnal and Un- 
godly, may be fo greatly humbied and molli~ 

fy, as'to beg of the Godly to pray for 
"em, and ta promife themfelves to be obedi~ 
ent to GOD ; yet when thofe Shocks, and 
their Dangers by’em, ceafe, their Bears, 
Devotions, and good Refalutions and Pro- 
mifes fail and ceafe alfo ; and they barden 
their Hearts again ; and they fallto fins 
ning more and worfe than before, 
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| ACER MON Occafioued 
Tue FIRST DOCTRINE has twoBranches, 





Tur Former of them is, Dhat Times of Ler- 
vor from GOD, do cal for PRATERS to 
GOD, ‘ 

Tue merciful GOD doth not always terrify 
Men by His judicial Appearances, and flaugh- 
tering Providences. ‘They are not. always vi- 
fited of the Lorp of Hofts, with great Harth- 
quakes, that threaten a fudden Dettruction of 
their Lives, or with Flames of confuming Fire. 
"Lis their obftinate Refifiance to the Influence 
and Force of all other Methods and Means 
ufed for their awakening from their fatal 
Security and Impenitency in Iniquity, that 
brings upon ’em Times of Terror from the 
LORD. But when /wch Times come, they 
loudly call for Prayer. Is the LORD come 
forth with the drawn Sword of Juftice and 
Wrath in his Hand, and with a thundring 
Voice doth He threaten and purfue ’em? It’s 
high time for ’em to flop their courfe of fin- 
ful Departures from Him, and to tack about, 
and return to Him ; and to agree with Him 
quickly, while He is yet in the Way with 
’em, and to follicit the great Peace-maker and 
Mediator to pacify Him, and to cry mightily 


_to GOD for Forgivenefs of all their Sins, far 


His Sake ; andefor Deliverance from Dettruc- 
tion. | | 
Nature, as well as Grace, Reafox, as well 
as revealed Religion, in fach awakening Times, 
put terrificd Sinners ugon the Practice of the 
Duty 
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es | Ni 
Duty of Praver. Pharach asks for the Pray- a 
ers of Mofes. The King of Niniveb appoints ia 
a Day for Fafting and Prayer. The Pagan i 
Mariners fay to foenah, Awake, O Sleeper lig 
| Arife, and cal upon thy GOD ; if fo be that 4 
GOD wih think upon us, that. we perifh net. a 
-Reafon it felf faith, that mighty Earthquakes | 
are caufed by the Power of the Avmicnry, a 


and areynot made to ceafe but by His Will 


the Earth-rending-Voice of His provoked 


Him with the Voice of penitential Supplica- 
tions. 


Light of Nature, and Principle of Self-Pre- 
fervation ; fince Means are to be ufed ; and 
—Succefs not to be defpaired of : For how can 
we endure to fee the Deftructions of our Fa-- 
-milies, and People, and of many Thoufands 
_who cannot difcern between their right hand 
_and their left ; and our own Danger of irre~ 
_coverable Deftruction alfo for Time dnd Eter- 
nity ; and we our felves ftir neither Hand, nor 
Foot, nor Tongue, for Prevention ? 








and Plé&fure ; that *tis the LORD GOD 
Himfelf that Men haveto do with ; and that 
*tis meet to treat His Majefty with Intreaties ; 
and that when Hg calls aloud to them, with 


Wrath and Indignation, they fhould anfwer 


Despair, at fuch Times, is Unreafonable, | 
becaufe GOD is Merciful, and *tis not yet 
too late to feek, and obtain Mercy at His 
Hand, He being yet in the Way with ’em. 

Srupipity, and for Men to lie like Blocks, 
and Stones, is inexcufeable, and againft the 
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to A SERMON Occafioned 













Avupacious aid obftinate Perfeverance in 
Impieties,  Senfualities,  Unrighteoufneffes, 
Worldly-Idolatries, Immoralities, and Neg- 
leéts of the great Salvation, 'at fuch ‘Times, 
are Madnefs in an aftonifhing Degree, and 
Wickednefs to a Prodigy. Wai. 22. 12, --- 
14. In that Day did the LORD GOD of Hoafts 
call to Weeping, &c. But bebald ! Foy and 
Gladnefs, flaying Oxeny and kiting Sheepy eating 
Hilefb, and drinking Wine, faying, Let us eat 
and drink, for to morrow we foal die. And 
“it was revealed in ‘mine Ears, by the LORD of 
Hofts ; furely, this Iniquity foal not be purged 
from you, “till ye die; faith the LORD GOD 
of Hofts. 

Arremprs to efcape from GOD, and get 
Refuge among Creatures, and all Thoughts 
of defending againft Him, are Vain and Vile. 
He has his’ Mines and ‘Trains in the Earth 
under us, and His Bombs‘and Fire‘ Balls over 
our Heads, and Hofts of Angels to: attack us ; 
One of whom was able‘to deftroy i# ene Night, 
ene hundred and fourfcore thoufand valiant Men, 
and many ‘Thoufands’ befides. And whither 
can Men go, where can’ they hide, to efcape 
from them? But whither ‘thall we flee from — 
HIS Prefence, who is every where prefent ; 
and what creaturely Contrivances, or Power, 
can defend us from Him who is Omnitcient, 
and Omnipotent ? ‘The mighty Helpers ftoop 
under Him. | : | | 

Pactrication of the Armicury is then evi- 
dently moft neceflary. And tho’ it be above 

our 
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our Power to pacify Him, when our Sins and 
Impenitency -have, inkindled His ‘Wrath, yet 
we ought to pray Him, whofe glorious Office 


it is to pacify Him, that.He, would. interceed 
for us; and to pray to'Him whofe Office it is 
to renovate and purify, that He would deli- 








-rify the: HOLT ,O.NE ° of. Ifrael .3, And this , 


ver us from our evil Qualities and Courfes, 


by His: fovereign Grace, and irrefittable Pow- 
-er;/and..in the Name. of the Son, by the 
Help of the Sprairj;.to pray to GOD the 
-Faruer,: to be reconciled to us, and to for- 
give us: freely the Millions of Talents that 


we have. run-into the Arrears of with His 
Juftice, and no longer to profecute us. with 
His Vengeance. ; -).', 
Tue Gopry will moft certainly in fuch 
‘Times: of ‘Terror, be very much in Prayer. 
For, 
1. So they are commanded. A Day of 
Terror'and, Danger is a: Day of Trouble, and 


the LORD GOD hath commanded, them 7s 
call upon Him in the Day of Trouble. 


2. Ir they fhould ceafe. praying. to. GOD, 


at fuch a Time, they would fin againft GOD ; 


1, Sam, 12, 23. and, difpleafe and provoke 
Him, by forbearing to acknowledge and, glo- 


they.dread todo. 





+ .3.-(Fua SPIRIT of .the .living Creatufe, 
the new-Man in them, doth moft) powerfully 
incline, difpofe, incite; and quicken “em to 
pray... The:Comrorrer from Heayen, teach- 
-es.and helps them to pray. ©. 


4. THEY 
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ASERMON Occafioned 


4. 'THey KNOW that the LORD isa GOD 
hearing of Prayer, and that for the moft part, 
in the farmie eternal Decree, wherein GOD 
purpofed to beftow {paring and faving Mercy, 
He unalterably decreed, that humble and. ear- 
nreft Prayers fhould be made for it, and that He 
would beftow it,inAnfwer toPrayer ; they there- 
fore /pread forth their Hands, and offer up their 
Prayers in the Name of Curisr, evangelical- 
ly, with Humility, Faith, and Fervency to 
the LORD, that fo the Decree, may in Provi- 
dence, actually, and fpeedily, and effectually 








bring ferth in their Favour, and that they 


may with the illuftrious Manifeftations of the 
divine Glory, fee and enjoy the Salvatioris of 
GOD. 

Tue otber Brancn of the DOCTRINE 1s, 


THAT the Godly foould interceed for the 
Ungodly, though their Enemies, when they 
ave in Danger of perifbing under the Wrath 
of GOD. | | 

Tress godly Abrahams, as Heavens Fa- 

vourites and Intimates, have Priviledge and 
Liberty at the Throne of Grace, though they 


care but Duft and Afhes, to fpeak to the great 
and holy GOD, as Children to their Father ; 


and to offer their Hearts-Defires, humbly to the 
Most Hicu, with fervent Intreaties for Par- 
don and all Bleffings, not only each one for 
bimfelf, but alfo for Relatives, whether godly 
Lots, or ungodly J/bmaels ; and to become 
Interceffors for all Men, already born or yet 

: | to 
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to be born, not fixed in an eternal World, or 
appearing to be in an unalterably unpardona- 


‘bie State; even for the vilett of Sedemites al- 


foo: Not peremptorily, with Demand, (for who 
—durft be fo bold, butthe eternal Son or GOD?) 
Nor ab/vlutely, without Referve, fince they are 











not admitted to the Secrets of GOD’s eternal 


| Wifdom and: Councils, or made:always infal- 


libly to *know what, particular Difpentations 
to particular’ Perfons, or People, will make 
mot forthe Glory of the: fovereign Gzvernour 
of the World, and Kingiof Eternity :.Nor yet 
defpairingly, without Hope ; fince GOD would 
not call for their ‘Prayers, nor vouchfafe His 
Affiftances therein, if He intended not‘to par- 
don their Imperfections, “accept the Sincerity 


of their Devotions, gratify and effect the main 


Aim andi Scope of their’ Petitions, grant what 
they ask, cither in the Letter or in the Better, 


-@ither in the Individual, or in the Equivalent, 


and Redundant ; and fince alfo His Pleafure 
is to delay the Beftowment of His decreed 


Favours unto many, until the godly have 


made their'poor Addreffes to His Throne for 
’em, and then, for Manifeftation of Elis gra- 
cious Refpect to them: therein, bountifully to 
difpenfe “em. 

A.ruo’ their wicked’ Enemies do much Evil 
to *em, yet the godly fhould not be svercome 
of Evil, but fhould overcome Evil with Good. 

Tus GODLY fhould remember that they 


themfelves are of the fame humane Nature 


and original Stock with the Wicked ; Bone 
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14. ASER MON Occafioned 


of their Bone, and Flefh of their Flefh ; and 
were once Foolifh and Difobedient and Im- 
pious ; and their own Salvation was not lefs 


impofiible, than is the Salvation of thofe Ene- 


mies, who now are, as once they were: And 
thefe 'T houghts fhould animate their Compaf- 
fions, and they fhould be very far from de- 
lighting i in their Blood and Ruin. 

True it is, That they ought not to with 
"em GOD /peed, in their curfed Courfes ; but 
to intreat GOD to ftop ’em in their Career, 
Dlaft their vile Defigns and Enterprizes, and 
make “em to know and feel His juft Difplea-_ 
fure at their diabolical Practices, that fo they” 
may fear and repent : Now if this be to pray 
againft “em, I grant that thus far the godly 
may pray againfi “em. But they muft have yutt 
‘Grounds to believe that they are incurable,_ 
before they imprecate everlafting Verigeance 
upon “em. ‘They fhould not defire the Death 
of Sinners, but rather that they may ture and 
Hive. 

Awnp that they fhould pray for their Ene- 
‘mies, even for their Good, ( except {pecially 
prohibited, as “Feremiab was, Fer. 7. 16. and 
11.14. and 14.11. ) appears 


I. From the Command of CHRIST, Mat. 


5.44. Luke 6. 28. Renewed by the A- 
pottles. 


2. From His Example, whiolt they onght 
to follow. 


3. FRom 
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3. From the Glory of their Heavenry Fa- 
truer thereby, and their Evidence therein that 
they are His Children. 

4. From the.Confideration of the Prevalen- 
cy of their Prayers, for the Obtainment, of 
the refpiting of Judgments ; as in the ent. 
So Gen. 20. 4. He foall pray for thee, and thou 
halt live. And for the Difpenfation of Re- 
generation unto Life eternal unto fome.  Per- 
fecuting Sau) had. Caufe to blefs GOD for 

dying Steven’s Prayer for his Perfecutors. 

5. From the Confideration that whethet 
Enemies be converted upon their praying for 
them, or not, yet their Prayers fhall return 
with Advance into’ their own Bofoms. So 
much for the firft Defirine; we now. proceed 
to the fecand. . 

| eles oped DO Cu TeRe DN) By 

UPON the humble and carneft Supplications 
| of the Gadly, the moft gracious GOD, may 
|  condefcend to put a Step to His mot terri- 
| fying Difpenfations, and caufe His mighty 
4 Lhundriugs to ceafe. an 
_ Hevhas done fo, as in the Text and Context ; 
and without any Difparagement to His Go- 
_vernment, HE may do fo, . 


}  TeFor: (Conviction of the .mott obftinately 
I incredulous ; who when His Hand is litted up, 
} WILL NOT SEE ; and who deny Him. to be 
I the Author of the minatory, and tremendous, | 
ee C2 Shocks 


ee 


































































































A SER MON Occafioned 


Shocks that come upon *em, and. boldly: fay, 
eis not HE 5 and. to make them to.:know, 
with whom they have to do. For’ when the 
godly do earneftly befeech the glorious GOD, 
to take’ of His Hand and thereupon the Shocks 
and Thunders ceafe; it’s rationally evident 
chat ?twas the fame ‘Hand: caufed ’em, which 
now being withdrawn, they can proceed no 
farther. HIM therefore they ought to re~ 
vere, and with Himto make their Peace. 


TL For Demonfvation, that however the 
Godly do need Chaftifement for their Tret- 
paffes, and terrifying. Thunders’to, awaken em 
from their Security ; ‘and however they may 
be diltrefed, at fuch 'Times, as well:as the 
Wicked ; ‘yet the Carnal and Wicked only, 
and not the Godly, are the Objects of thie 
deftroying Wrath of GOD, indicated by tuch 
Thunders. Forafmuch as at the Interceffion 
of the Gédly, who therefore are evidently 
GOD?’s Favourites fill,’ thofe. "Thunders, and 
Death-threathing Difpentations, are removed. 


Ill. For Manifetatiom of GOD*'s fovereign 
Goodnefs and’ Compafiions.” | Vileit~ Sinners 
fhall have no Pléa for Defpair from’ GOD's 
being inexorable ; for tho He 4is really very — 
Angry, and is in good Earneff, and is come 
forth again’ ’ém ‘in’ the Way of Judgment, 
yet His" removal of Hiss mighty: Storms, at 
the Prayer of the" Gedly , fhews: that He is 
eafy'to be jatreatediov And whent® efpite, and 
hind hd Ga i } : a 
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a longer {pace for Repentance are asked for, 
He is willing and ready to grant them ; and 
in Fudgment, to vemember Mercy 3 that 
finding Him fo bountiful, in beftowing of 
long Forbearance upon them, while they da 
got thorowly turn unto Him, they may haveno 
-Reafon to deubt, but that He will be as Li- 
-beral of Forgivenefies, if they do ; upon their 
Petition for them. 


Tur USE is of Beetok 4 sane 


I. To admire and celebrate the Goodnefs 
and Mercy of the moft. gracious GOD, who 
has both ftirred up and ftrengthned many of 
the Godly among us, to make humble and 
earneft Supplications, and has condefcended 
to put a ftop to the late terrifying Difpenfa- 
tion, and to caufe the Earthquake, and it’s 
Shocks and Thunders, in moft Parts of the 
_ Land, to ceafe. 
 O Praife the LORD, for HE is good, and 
His Mercy endureth for ever ! 





IL. To improve well the Time of Refpite 
oshat He has moft gracioufly given us. But 
| theeefcore Years ago in Perfia nm an Harthquake, 
the Earth {wallowed many more than four- 
| (core Lhoufand Men, befides Women and €hil+ 
dren» And but forty Years ago, an Earthquake 
| at Liye, deftroyed many more than five Lhou~ 
| fand, And five Years after. that, three-Lhoufand 
miferably perithed, of the Englith at, Zawaica sf 
esdni an 


I 
t 
| 
| 
i 
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| Rarthquake. 


aA SERMON Occafioned 
and three Thoufand more by the Sicknefs that 
was caufed by the Vapours of the Earthquake. 
And the laft Year, in Sicilia, fifteen Thoufand 
were fent into Eternity by an Earthquake ; 
but a former Earthquake there, deitroyed 
fixty Thoufand Perfons. By the diftinguifhing. 
fovereign Mercy of GOD, not one Life in 
New-England (that we hear of ) has been 
by Earthquakes taken away; whatever Deftruc- 
tion has been done to Rocks, Stone-Walls, 
and Houfes. Blefs we our moft gracious 
GOD for it, and our powerful Interceffor 
with Him, who is One with Him. ‘Together 
with Earthquakes, in fomé- Places, there have 
been Vulcans ; even Mountains and Valleys 
formidably flaming with Fire and Brimftone, 
and fending forth their terrifying and deftruc- 
tive Rivers. We read of more than three- 
feore Vulcauos,and fundry of them in America. 
‘But we yet fee none among ws, whatever 
Fires may poffibly be burning under us, not 
yet extinguifhed ; and however Greenland, 
and Yartaria, much more northerly fituated. 
than New-England, have their Vulcanos. Of 
the Continuance of our temporal Lives and 
Goods, we are as uncertain, as thofe five Thou- 
fand Perfons were in Smyrna, who but thirty- 
nine Tears fince, perifhed in a Minute, by an 
We know not what a Day may. 
bring forth, ‘The LORD teach us fo to number 
vur Days, as to apply our Hearts unto Wifdort. 
Even religious Places, as well as others, may _ 
be vifited of the LORD vf Hafis with Barth= 
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quakes. and Fires, Ifai. 29. 1, --- 6. And the 
Men on whom the Tower of Siloam fed, were nob. 
greater Sinners than others, 


Our DANGER. is fall as great as our 


WARN ING of it by the loud Voice of GOD 
in this»our great Earthquake has been. Let 
us net flatter our felves, that we are true 


Churches of the Lorp Jesus Curisr, and ftill 
have His gracious Prefence among us. We 
have the fearful Example ‘of the Degeneracy, 
and Defection, and Corruption of many Chur-_ 
ches continually before our Eyes. - 

Ovr’ DANGER. is great, lett «vital Piety 
fink} and our Fathers GOD forfake the Of- 
{pring that forfake Him ; and fuffer their Souls 
to be inchanted off trom the good Foundation 
that New-Hugland was glorioufly built upon, 
and fo fink them into Ruin. 

Our DANGER ‘is great, left all Anpithen 
fions of Duty,in many among us, be {wallowed 
up in the Gulf of an. atheiftical Indifferency as 
to all the Concerns of outward Wortfhip, Ad- 
miffions to the Table of the Lorn, Strictnets 


of keeping holy the Lorn’s Day, and. of 


| Church Order and Government. 


| 
| 
| 


Our DANGER is great left feeking to For- 
tune-tellers, and having forbidden Communi- 
on with Evil-Spirits, provoke the holy and 
eternal SPIRIT, to forfake and caft off neny 
pt our rifing Generation, 


Our 


































































































































A SERMON Occafioned 


Our DANGER is:great, left. the Cares and 
Lufis of the World do. inthe Hearts of many, 
choke the good Seed of the Word of GOD, that 
is fown continually ;, and left unjuft and un- 
righteous Dealing in the’ Land, and a pinch- 
ing Penurioufnefs towards Schools, Pattors, 
civd Rulers, and the Publick, and: the Poor, 
fhould. bring us under the crufhing “Wheel of 
the divine Vengeance, : Pa 

Our DANGER alfo in this holy Land of 
thes moft holy IMMANUEL is ‘exceeding 
ereat, left an unaccountable multiplying of 
drinking-Houfes, and left ‘Tavern-haunting, _ 
vain Company, and keeping of bad Hours, the 
Bane of many Souls and Families; and left 
Indulgence to the Luits of the Flefh, to Sentu- 
ality and Lafcivioufnefs, do fill many with 
the'true Spirit of Wickednefs,- under the Co- 
ver and Shelter ofan outward Form ‘of God- 
linefs, and publick Worfhip.;. and left a mif- 
taken Pretenfe of lawful Liberty, debauch 
thei Confciences to believe and fay after all, 
we haye not finned, and you jhall find ‘no In- 
igquityin us, that were Sin; Hof. 12. 8. And 
to plant their Defence, and Security -againft 
holy, penitent, watchful, ferions, ” painful, 
prayerful, zealous. Reformation, urged upon 
them’ by’ their godly Paftors, ina PLEA 
that they need itmot:: Like Laadicea 5 Rev. 
4. 17. bis SRO a 1s | 
Anp after all this, Our DANGER. is great, 
let from the thus provoked Wrath, and ter- 
rible Jealoufy of New-Fngland’s moft holy 

| GOD 
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GOD, and SAVIOUR, it fhould come to 


pats that there fhould be no Remedy 3 but that 


when, from one Order of Men and another, 


eminently godly Perfons, and Witnefies for 
CHRIST, and againft all falfe and evil Doc- 
trines, and againit {uperftitious and immoral 


Practices, are removed to Heaven, others 


—fhould be permitted to {pring up, and take 


their Places, whofe loofe Spirits, Adminiftrati- 
ons, and Convertfations, and utter Inability, 


and Unwillingnefs to reform themfelves, will 
incapacitate them for the reforming of their 


People, and for their bearing of fuch a pow- 
erful Tettimony againit Sin, as is neceflary to 
the preventing of publick Guilt, and to keep 
off general Punifhments and Defolations. And 
may not GOD fay tous, Tou bave I known 
above all the Families of the Earth, therefore I 
will punifh you far al your Iniquities ¢ Amos 
3. 2. Then Jet us not vainly think that the 
Bitternefs of Death is paft; and that we are 
delivered to work Abominations, Jer. J. 10. 
GOD has more Arrows in His Quiver for 
fach as do fo ; and has faid, J will (pend mine 
Arrows upon them, Deut. 32. 23. But Lor! 


| When will they all be fpent ? GOD has more 





Earthquakes 3 and when a fatal Shock of ai 


Earthquake comes, then not a Minutes Line, 
perhaps, to prepare for Death, Judgment, and 


Eternity. But are we all well prepared ? Are 
we ready ? Are we ina State of Safety? If 
we are 1d, Let us fee to it that we keep foi%s 


fiving all Diligence to make our Calling aint 
| D Eleétion 












































































































































































Eleétion furc. If we be not fo, fince the Grace 
and Mercy of GOD have given us a SPACE, 
let us make bafie and get Ready. Redeem and 
refcue your Time out of the deftroying Hands 
of evil Paffions, carnal Lufts, worldly Affec- 
tions and Profecutions, {piritual Sloth, vain 
Thoughts, idle, unprofitable Talk, and all 
Tempters and Seducers. The Time at longetft, 
is but foert ; and the ‘Time is prectous. Run, 
Flee for Life ; Look not back»; Remember 
Lots Wife. Let go your hold on Sin, Self, 
Satan, and the World»; and hold faft on 
CHRIST JESUS. While it is Day, work di- 
ligently, work for GOD, and work for your 
Souls, and neglect no commanded Duty, or 
Ordinances. Be fervent in Spirit ferving the 
LORD, and ferving your Generations by the 
Vill of GOD 5 and bringing forth Fruits meet 
far Repentance. "Turn from all GOD-provok- 
ing Sin and Folly ; and retura no more to 
Holly, Sin no more (as you have done’) Jeft a 
wovfe Thing come unto you. In this Ferufalem has 
been Weliverance «: “The great SAVIOUR 
has faved all our. Lives, by a great Deliver- 
ance: But, O our GOD! Haft thou given us 
fuch Deliverance at this ° And foali we again 
break thy Commandments ? Hioulde?t not thou then 
be angry with us, “tik thou badft confumed as, 
fo that ethere foould be no Remnant, nov of- 
caping £ Ezra 9. 13, t4. 

Bur 1 pats frou 


1 the fecond Deétirine to 
the third, ) 
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DOCTRINE UL 


ALTHOUGH while terrifying Shocks and 
Strokes laft, many of the carnal and un- 
godly, may be fo greatly humbled and molli- 
fyv'd, as te beg of the godly to pray for 
em, and to promife themfelves to be obedi= 
ent taGOD ; yet when. thofe Shocks, and 
their Dangers by “em, ceafe, their’ Bears, 
Devotions, and good Refolutions and Pro- 
mifes fail and ceafe alfo ; and they harden 
their Hearts again 5 and they fallto fie 
ning more and wore than before. 


Kino Pharaoh’s quick and fatal Relapfe, 
together with his Nobles and other Servants, 
after a begun Recovery, made by tremendous 
Shocks and Strokes, puts this Doctrine be- 
yond the Reach of all fober Contradiction. 
But, Oh! What ,Multitudes are deeply con- 
_cern’d in the lamentable Backfliding here de- 
tected and predicted, infinitely diladvantage- 
ous to their fpiritual and eternal Concerns 
and Interetts. 

Soms that are carnal and ungodly hall 
efcape this Fate, and their Terrors and Con- 
vidtions, Devotions and good Refolutions fhall 
be carried on unto a faving Converfion from 
Sin to GOD in CHRIST ; and for. this the 
fovereign, omnipotent, verticordious, divine 
Grace, isto be acknowledged: But many o- 
thers will act their. corrupt Nature, and be- 
come Inftances and Spectacles of this mott 

Wie D2 formi» 
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formidable Catafopbe, through their own 
Default. And if they are Obitinate, and will 
by no Means be perfuaded to do as much as 
in them lies to efcape their Danger, though 
mot folemnly warhed of it; and will not 
moft earneftly fupplicate the great SAVIOUR 
to do for them, and work in them that which 
is beyond their own Power ; whom can they 
blame for their Perdition but themtelves, and 
the evil One, whe helps to ftupify “em. 






















































































Taz DOCTRINE fhews how hapefully 
they gain Ground, and how miferably they 
lofe*1. 

1. UNDER terrifying Difpenfations they may 
be fv humbled and mellifyed, as to beg of the 
Gadly to pray for thems and to promife that 
they themfelves wil be abedient unte GOD. 




















GOD /pake to them in their Prafperity, apd 
they would not bear. Hh theeatned them with 
Punifoment , but they faid it is not HE, neither 
jhall Evil cone upon us, But GOD makes em 
to feel His crufhing and jrrefiftible Hand 5 
and now they are forced to own and fear His 
dreadful Wrath. ‘They have too much Self- 
Love, to be willing to be deftroyed. Tho’ 
they have no hearty Love to GOD, yet they 
will pray Him to fpare ‘em. They thought 
they were in good Terms with the ArmiGHTY 
before ; but now they are convinced that or 
thers whom they had in Difdain, on Account 
of their Religion and Stri€tnefs, are the Far 
| ~-yourites 
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vourites of the Mosr Hica ; and they them- 
felves are treated as Rebels. They valued 
not the Prayers of the Godly before, but now 

they ask for ‘em. He that juft before had 
faid with Reference to the godly Prophet, 

Lay hold on him ; when he felt QOD’s Stroke, 
cry d out tothe Prophet, and faid, Pray for 

me that my Hand may be reftoxed, 1 Kings 13.6, 
So they that had rejected Samuel from ruling 
over them, when a fudden and diftrefiing 
Storm terrify’d *em, they confeffed their Fault, 
_ and beg’d his Prayers, 1 Sam. 12.19. Proud 
Pharaoh when fufficiently terrify’d, begins to 
—efteem Mo/fes to be a better Man than bimfelf, 
and than all the Magicians ; more acceptable 
to GOD, and his: Prayers more prevalent ; _ 
| and faith to him, Pray ta the LORD thy GOD 
for me. 'The perfecuting Tongues of evil 
_ Men, often {pare not to {peak all Manner of 
Evil flanderoufly of the moft Godly ; but 
when Dangers and Terrors feize upon them, 
their then awakened Conficiences plainly give 
their Tongues the Lie, and they are con- 
ftrained to confefs that the Godly are the 
only Infiruments on Earth, capable to befriend 
—7em in Heaven ; and their poor Prayers can 
better prevail with GOD to remove Calami- 
ties from ’em, than all their own Supplications, 
Hecatombs, and rich Treafures of Gold and 
Silver, Before that diftreffing and deftroying 
Judgments come and terrify ’em, the wicked 
fay in their Heart, That there is no GOD of 
—jnfinite Holinefs, and impartial Juttice ; no 
7 GOD, 







































































































































































A SERMON Occafioned 





GOD, but fuch an One as is like unto them- 
felves, and approves of what they do: and 
all their Ways ave clean and vight in thew own 
Eyes nor will their Confciences dare or care 
to be fo bold with ’em, as to do their Office, 
and thorowlyo convince them of the con- 
trary : Wherefore they run upon the Almighty, 
even upon His Neok, and upon the thick Boffes 
of His Buckler ; and upon the fharp Point of 
His moft terrible Sword that He holds out in 
His ‘hreatnings ‘againft them. But when 
GOD’s Judgments fire upon them in a thoft 
trememdous Manner, then their Coniciences, 
awakened out of their fleepy Lethargy, tell 
"em that there is an irvefiftable GOD, and that. 
He approves not of theirLufts andPractices 3 but 
is very angry with em ; and ifthey turn not from 
’em, and do not pacify Hm, HE will defray 
them. Wereupon it is with them as with 
Merchants’ and Mariners in a dangerous 
Storms who if they donot lighten the Ship, 
and caft their rich Lading. into the Sea, and 
cut away their Mafts and Rigging, mutt lole 
their Lives, as well as all their Lading and 
Ship ; who therefore preferring their owa dear- 
er Lives, before their Riches, altho’ their 
Hearts are ftill fet upon their rich Lading, 
yet finally, not without bitter Regret and 
Lamentations, they caft their dear Treafures 
overboard, for the faving of their dearer Lives ; 
aut fo thefe carnal Men, terrify'd with GOD’s 
deftroying Vengeance, tho’ they dearly Love 
thofe’ Things, that are «proycking to GOD, 


yet 
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¥et rather than be deprived of thofe Things, 
and of their Lives too, they become: unwilliney 
costing to part with thofe "T hings, and to caft 
"em overboard, ‘ta fave their Lives. King 
Pharaoh therefore in a Pang of ‘Terror will 
det the Children of Iraelogo vill of bis Land toa 
ferve the LORD ; and makes Promife of it, 
| if GOD will let him and his People alone, 
| and not proceed to deftroy *em by His Jude- 
| ments. So terrified I/rael cry d Peccavi, and 
began a Reformation. ‘Fer. 34. 8,17. It is 
amazing to fee how far fome Perions have 
proceeded in good Affections, Profeffion, and 
Practice of outward Religion, and in an ex- 
ternal Reformation, without any faving Re- 
novation. But alas ! They foon,:O» how 
foon ! totally lofe all that which ‘they had 
gained, and wrought! And this brings us to 
the Confideration of the fecond Article in the 
| Dodtrine. 
| - | 
Wl. WHEN m of terrifying Sbecks and Dan= 
gers ceafe, as the Fears, fo the Devotions, and 
(go0d Purpofes and Refolutions, whieh they baad 
run up into Vows and Promifés, ceafe alfo ; 
yea they themfelues take Pains with themfelves, 
to harden their own Hearts again, and fak ta 
: finaing move, and worfe than before. | 





| Consiper here, 
THAT. terrifying Shacks and Men’s 
erent from them may ceafe, ( as we aNKe al- 
ready fhewn. ) 

Tn HE 
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A SERMON Oceafianed 





_ ‘Tuer great Earthquake in Lombardy, in the 
Days of Albertus Magnus, laited but for forty 
Days, and then ceafed. The great Earth- 
quake in Ferraria, in the Year 1570, deftruc- 
tive to many Cities, continued many Months, 
and then ceafed. ‘The prodigious Earthquake 
that deftroycd twelve ancient Cities in Afid, 
ceafed at length. And that which was in the 
Days of Seneca, that was fo formidable, at 
length ceafed. And that Earthquake which 
effected fuch Defolations in the City of Rome; 
and that which in a few Minutes, deftroy'd 
more than fifty Caftles, and all the Houfes in 
the City of Bafil ; ftop’d at length, and 
proceeded no further. ‘That Earthquake 4z- 
no Domini 430, which infefted moft Parts of 
the then known World, and proved fo fatal — 
to many Places, and continued half a Year, 
to the Terror of the Nations, it then ceafed, 
and the Earth was quiet and at reft. And 
Arviftotel tells us, that in and before his ‘Time, 
no Earthquake was known to predominate in 
any Place, more than two Years together. ~ 
But in the laf Century Earthquakes in parii- 
cular Places have had no very long continu- 
ance, that I yet read of. However,thofe that 
continue longeit, do ( by the Mercy of GOD ) 

ceafe at length. | | 


2. WHEN the terrifying Shocks.and Dan- 
gers ceafe, carnal Perfons their Fears and Ter~ 
rors, that were caufed by ent, abate, and, im 4 
foort Time, ccafe alfo. 

How 








? 


How foon do they forget the Works of GOD, 
‘and His loud Voice in ’em and by ’em'? His 
Works of Wrath terrify, and enforce Obedi- 
ence: But Men foon forget His Works, and. 
walk notin His Counfels, Pfal.48.11. ‘There- 
fore the LORD hath put many of His former, 
Works upon Record, that Men might not fore. 
get the Works of GOD, but might keep bis Com- 
mandments, Pial.78. 4. Forgetfulnefs is con- 
‘trary to Remembrance. ‘There is a fenfative. 
Memory, and an intellectual. Animals, that 
are deftitute of Reafon.may have the former. 
Angels, and Souls’ of Men have the latter. 
But Men have the fenfative Memory alfo; ex- 
cept their Brains are too Moift, or too Dry 3 
and “tis certain that Souls, feparated from 
their’ Bodies, do remember, Luke 16. 25. In- 
telleGtual Memory, or the actual rational 
Knowledge and View of Things paft, and 


~A@s-of Antelle@Qtual Remembrance in Man, 
are much obftruéted by Impairments, and 
- Debilitations of the fenfative Memory. - Now 





A@s' of intelleétual) Remembrance are, either 
more frequent and conftant, or more flathy, 
rare,and intermitting. They are either. more 


-jntenfe, vigorous, penetrating, and forcible ; 


owerful enough to fway and govern Men's 


Wills, Affe@tions, and Endeavours ; er im- 


potent, weak, Janguid, and mott infufficient. 
Now \that -which. falls fhort of a powerful, 
penetrating, imprefling,fwayingRemembrance, 
is. in Scripture call’d Forgetfulnefs. And fuch 


~a-Forgetfulnefs.as this, is apt to grow Upon 
, 1: gaplits _ Mens. 


v4 
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Men’s Minds, as to what is paft and «gone ; 
yea, evenmas to the moft terrible Manifeftati- 


ons of GOD’s great Majefty, and His deftroy- | 
ing Power and Wrath,in former Difpenfations: | 
of His judicial Providence. Not Pharaoh on- 


ly in Lgypt, but J/ract alfo in the Wildernefs, 
(as to many of them) their carnal Hearts were 
f{way’d by: Senfe, and Things prefent ; and 


no: {ooner were fenfible Strokes and Dangers 


paft, but they let them flip out of their fen- 
tative Memories, and. away went their fenfa- 
tive Fears and Terrors. And their: Intellec- 
tual Views of ’em, and. Fears on their Ac- 
count, did not long continue after ‘their fen- 
dative were gone ; and whatever flight theo- 


retick Reminifcence remain’d, it.was ineffec- 
tive, and without any fubftantial practical In-. 


fluence. More pleafing Thoughts of their 
carnal Luits, and of the outward Objeéts that 
were the Fuel of *em, and were idoliz’d by 


‘em, crowded and prefled into their Minds ; 


and they {fo crowded up, or elfe crowded out, 
the unwelcome Thoughts, that had» been 
forced in upon "em, by His terrible Works 
of Judgment, that they could preponde- 
rate nolonger with them. ~ / 5 


3. WHEN formidable Shocks and Dangers 


ecafe, and. the Fears and Lerrars° af many 
carnel and ungodly Men, that were ‘caafed by 
* pyapct dal  CGATES Cl ns: tem eben eT 

city da ceafe cifa, then their moft promifing Dea 
votions. and good Purpofes, though ranup into 
sal {olemm Vows, will abate and conte likewifer 
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“A double Force is’on carnal Perfons when 
they are under great Terrors ; one to carry 
7’em upwards ; another to carry ’em down- 
-wards ; one tranfient, the other permanent ; 
one wholly againft their carnal Nature, the 
other from indwelling Principle, and the in- 
ward. powerful Inclination, and fixed Bent 
and. Bias of their ‘corrupt Nature : Now the 
latter Force will prevail, when the former is 
removed. Evena mighty Stone caft up ma- 
ony Fathoms high ona fteep Hill, by the Force 
of an Engine, it will, as foon as it’s Imprefli- 
-on by that Force is expired, roll and) tum- 
~ble down to the Bottom, compell’d thereto by 
the Principle of Gravity that is naturally 
within it. | | 
' In their higheft Devotions under their 'Tef- 
‘rors, thefe ungodly: Perfons feek unto GOD 
only for Self-Ends ; and when thofe. Ends 
are attained, they ‘have done. In their beft 
Refolutions againft Sin, they hate Punifhment 
more than Sin : and may they be free from Pu- 
‘nifhment, their Refolutions are diffolved ; 
and none will be more for Sin than they. 

_ “Tury defire GOD’s {paring Mercy, but not 
“His governing Dominion ; and ‘no: longer 
‘than Fear, by Force, is upon ’em, will they 
‘obey His Will, but their own. "THEY turn 
‘to GOD, but not with their wholeHearts.. THEY 
‘turn:‘from Sin in their own Strength. ‘They 
‘truft in their own Ability of free-Will, and 
‘depending on the fuppofed Merit of their 
‘own ‘Prayers, Confeffions, Promifes» and. Re~ 
ie Bag.) * forma- 























formations ; and are far from going. wholly 
out of themfelves, with deepeft Senfe of their 
own extream Weaknefs - and. Infufficiency, 
i ‘both for avoiding of Evil and -meriting of 
Good, unto the alfufficient Reprrmer 5 far 
from relying, and ‘trusting intirely, and only, 
on Elis fovereign Mercy, expiating Blood, 
prevailing Merit and Interceflion, almighty 
Arm, and ‘regenerating, fanctifying, and up- 
holding SPIRIT. And if that glorious Lorp, 
whom they never embraced, but always neg- 
le@ed, and kept off from, give *em not to 
experience His fupernatuyal Aids; and» Ener- 
eys, it’s no wonder, that their ftrong Convic- 

tions produce no faving Converfion, and that — 
they can make no Perfeverance in their Good 

Devotions and Refolutions : For Curisy has 
faid it, John 15. 5. Without’ ME, ye can do. 
aotbing. , 3 







































































4. THEY themfeives wil take Pains with 
themfelves, to harden their own Hearts again, 
end will fall to, finning mare and worfe than be- 
fore. "Thus did Pharaob. fig wig 
'° In a Way very difpleafing to their, corrupt 
Nature, they. find, and feel themtelves, under 
an Humiliation and Mollification . towards 
GOD, anda Debilitation towards Sin. This _ 
forced Softning, like that of Iren caufed by , 
the Fire, holds not very Jong after the Fire 
is extinguifh’d ; but fo long as it lafts, it gives 
a bitter and {calding Relifh to their carnal 
Delectations; their. wicked: Courfe is ftap’d by | 
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a fiery Dam: of fatal Danger; and their!Necks, 
that were an Iron Sinew, will bend. and bow 
to. the divine. Superfedeas, that countermands 
their Tufts, that would fooner break than 
bend before... | 

Bux while their ears. are made- foft pats 
flavith Fear, that weakened their Courage. for 
Sin, and ftop’d their \Caxceer in it, their-Lives 
are made bitter with hard Bondage ; and their 
Defire is to be at Liberty, from. ungrateful 
and afflictive Rettraints from Sin: for their 
Souls hate “em. They feem to themtelves to 
warit nothing more than, their former..Hard- 
nefis of Heart, and impregnable. Strength, 
Courage, and Valour, and. triumphant Joye 
fulnefs in. committing. of Iniquity. ) 

Anp in fuch HAST they are to get eut 
of their Purgatory of Softnefs of Heart, and 
Pliablenefs. to.dwine. Commands, and to at-~ 
tain again their chofen Heaven of Hardnefs 
of Heart, and Boldnets, Fearlefnefs, and Un- 
controllednefs 1 in finning, after terrifying and 
heart-mollifying Shocks are over, that they 
have net the Patience.to tarry till their Hearts 
cool and. ftiffen, and harden of themfelves, 
but, like fome Artificers,. they are induftrious, 
in the Ufe of Means, to expedite the Matter, 
and mott {peedily, to "accomplith, and recover 
their own Hardnefs of Heart. 

Wuar vatt Multitudes, in the clos Book 
of GOD, ftand indited "and condemned for 
their. own wilfol and wicked hardningi of their 
own Hearts! i ‘ 
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So long as their Hearts are in’ foft and 
tender Frames, they find themfelves too Weak 
to endure the Brunt of the Battle, for the 
refcting of their beloved Idols and Lutts, 
out of the divine-reftraining and mortifying 
Hands, that began to lay hold on ’em, and 
to do €xecution upon *em; they therefore 
Hammer-harden them, ( permit me to ufe the 
Artificers. Phrafe_) with fuch knocking Ar- 
guments as thefe. Viz. F buf 


I. Because GOD has gracioufly preferved 
and {pared them from utter Ruin, therefore 
they never deferved it ; and therefore, altho’ 
they {till go on in their wicked Courfes, they 
need not doubt, or fear, but that He will 
{pare them continually, and they may fafely 
proceed to provoke His Wrath. Such a 
falfe and heterodox Interpretation do they 
make of His delivering Mercy to ’em. 


II. Becaust GOD. has fhaken *em, and fuf- 
ficiency terrified *em, for the jaft’ Honour of 
His Laws and Government, therefore they 
may fafely keep fwimming in the Rivers of 
their tinful Pleafures, and yet efcape the Ri- 
vers of Fire and Brimftone. They confider 
not the infinite Holinets of GOD’s Nature, 
but think that He is all Mercy, and nothing 
eee, SE GF EL 9 BY ies 


OF. Because that the Temple and: outward 


Ordinances of GOD are yet among’’em, and 
they 
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they have pious Paflors, and many a godly 
Soul with ’em to pray for’em, that therefore 
| rhey foall be delivered till, altho’ they work Abo- 
_minations. Al\tho’ “tis .moft certain that their 
| Perfeverance in Iniquity may bring ’em into 
fuch ill Terms with Heaven, that tho’ Nzab, 
Daniel, and Feb, thould pray for ’em, they 
‘fhould not prevail; and that the Temple 


fhould»be:no’ more Defence to ’em. 


‘IV. Because that Faith and Repentance, 
_as they falfly imagine, are in their own Pow- 
er and Liberty ; and they~can repent and 
believe at any Time, whenever they will ; 
and can at any Time make their devout Sup= 
plications to GOD ; and becaufe they think 
that a LORD bave Mercy: upon us as. laft, 
| will fully fatisfy and. pacify the Aimacury, 
jand clear and cancel all bloody Scores’; that 
therefore they incur no formidable’ Danger, 
though they grow out of Meafure  finful; 


jand {wallow down ‘Iniquity with Greedinefs: 
jfince with the greateft Eafe, by a fhort. Pray- 
er, they can ftop the Courfe of divine Judg- 
ment and ‘Vengeanee when they lift, 9°) 








| V. Because they are the baptized Children 
fof GOD’s Covenant, and join with GOD’s 
People in the outward Profeffion and PraGice: 





f the true reformed Religion ; and are not 
Papilts, nor Pagans; nor yet’ fo vicious and 
profligate as many Proteftants ; and as for any 
srofs Sins that they live in, they are no oe 
ae than 





SE ISS 








PO pn 


a a aii ee, os ~ 4 = 
“= > Saw tae : ~ Nee are Fe ae See ae 
Leet 728 Peek toe aoe pee aplaeest 
—— - SS A Os — ag a as es 


Son Ca icy bE £E SE Res 
ie Jab eke = 


Ja SE eS PERE ss pe eee eae 
, 


ha 


Pec Ree ON 
ee ier etn 





36 A SERMON Occafioned 


than-fuch as fome*of the gedly ‘have: fallen. 
into ( though they have not livedin them, but 
have. bitterly repented of them ) and have 
efcaped final Ruin : From thefe Things, they 
take Pains to perfuade themfelves, that they 
are out of Danger,though they continue their» 
Unregeneracy and Impenitency, and fill go 
_ onin their Trefpaffes. pera 0 7 
Tuese Arguments, 1 confefs are meer So-. | 
phifms and Cheats ; and yet by thefe they | 
do very efficacioufly ‘fortify and harden their 
Hearts: in Sin. 
» Moreover there are many that ufe plea- 
{atit Diverfion, in merry and talkative Com~ 
pany, to remove their troublefome’ Thoughts | 
and Fears, their Pangs: and Heart-Qualms 5 i 
and'there are fome that drink and revel away | 
their Softriefs and “Fendernefs of Heart ; and 
fome :that whore it away. Sin it felf is of a 
very hardning Nature, Hed. 3. 13. And by: 
niultiplying of Aéts -of Sin, very powerful 
Strokés are’ {truck for the hardning of Men's. 
‘Hearts, and by Relapfes, and Returns to Ini- 
quity, after heart-mollifying Convictions and _ 
Fear, they furrender themfelves to the ievilg 
one, and put themfelves under his blinding 1 
and hardning Influences ; and. provoke ‘the | 
holy and jealous GOD, not: only to withdraw, 
Li and withhold His foftning Influences, but al-_ 
ae fo judicially to blind and harden “em, and, 
i abandon: ’em to Satan, and their Luts, and. 
idols. weoihogs 


























































































































































































































Tus | 
































) § reas 


i 
- 'Tuus having: loft their Softnefs of Heart, 
| 





by the EaR THQUAKE. | 


| 
| that they had gained, under terrifying Dit- 
_penfations of GOD’s holy Word and. Provi- 
-dences ; yea vilely and violently refifted, re- 
jected and caft itaway, by main’ Foxrce.; the 
|} LORD GOD becomes very angry. with them, 
} and the ETERNAL. SPIRIT. will no more. 
| firive with then ; but they are. penally and 
righteoufly given over to temporal, {piritual 
and. eternal Deftruction ; and they that re- 
fufed to take Warning themfelves, are made 
| burning, faming and terrible Beacons for the 
Warning of others.,, Thus their. uncontrolled 
| Liberty, Freedom, Eafe and Security in their 
corrupt. Ways and, Pleafures, and Alienations 
from GOD, which they made their Heaven 
upon Earth, bring em infallibly and. irreco- 
vetably to Hell ;, and there Blood is upon 
their own Heads, and the LORD and His 
Throné: are: guiltiefs forever. oo 0) ein > 


f 
i] 
| 


| 
» Now, as a Sign‘ and Effect» of their Self- 
hardning; and their confequent and demerited 
| Abdication, and Obduration from GOD, they 
do Pharaob-like, falla-finning fer more and 
| 





more than before. And of this; Oh! How 
many horrible Infances ftand blazing, like 
Hl prodigious Comets, in the Firmaments of both 

| divine and humane Hiftories and Records ! 1 
I] could mention many ;. but it needs. not, fince 
- we have had, nota few, im our own ‘Days 
and before our Eyes. | 


See Ta 


1 | / ” 





































































































































































































33 ee A SERM ON Oceaftoned | 


-O may the infinite fovereign’ Grace: of a. 
moft merciful GOD and SAVIOUR, preferve’ i 


us and ours, from herding and perifhing a= 
mong them ! "They auf needs van, whom the: 


Devil driwese “After two fcanty, ftinted hun-: 


ery Meals, the: third is voracious... Appetite 
to finning grows ftronger, in the carnal, after 
involuntary arid forced Reftraints from. it. 


"The wild’ Horfe having broken his Bridle,: 
runs fafter, and rambles “further, and throws. 


up his forious Heels more than before. “They 
that have; fore againit their Wills, felt of the’ 
Powers ‘of the “World to come, and been re- 
ftrained for a ‘Lime, from. their delicious Lutts, 


having got loofe, are upon the’ Gallop after : 
chem. Waters, pent up by a Dam, when’ the: 


‘Dam breaks, overflow all their ufual Banks, 
and run ‘with an’ iby ae Torrent. The: 
Jatter End ‘is worfe with them’ than theit Be- 
sinning, whe after -they Dave efeaped the Pol 
lutions vf the World, lave turned fete the 


Daly Conmiandnient, 2 2 Peti2. 18, --- 22. Boil | 
Men Cand Seducers ) Yooh wie werfe and 

vores 2 Pet.4073.° This is their Doomy and: 
We Leen daily. wuctuited upon “em, Pfal. SF 


ed 12. Such’ Spectacles and Monuments, 
Haming with» Sin, and flaming with® “Wrath: 


and fpiritual Plagues, and. yet infenfible of — 
it, baving ‘thei Conftiences “feared as with a. | 


red horror sand being pap’ i ie us 
Y ith Horkor and Trem ling 


Bur @ 
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‘ve Bor 1 muitiomaké ‘fome APPLICATION 
of thefe Things..-And’ with fome» Variation 
T would ufe the Words of the Prophet Daaic/, 
that he addréfled the great. Emperor of the 
World withal, ( Dav. 4.19.) and fay, .O 
—New-Enoranp to The fearful Omen be to thene 
that: bate thee, aud the Interpretation of it. (and 
the: Executions of it). te, thine Enemies. .% 
maytruly fay (,as the Prophet Feremiah, 
| Ferm 16.) Lhare net defiredsthe woful Day, 

O'LORD ! Thou knewel.. But GOD. forbid, 
that Pthould /peak to you fimneath Things, and 
prophecy Deceits 3 and that J fhould cry Peace 
‘and Safety, when: there is. Danger and Defirucii~ 
‘on from the ALMIGHTY. The Shocks of 
the eteat Earthquake give an’ amazing Dan- 
Gtr 0) But Iam to tell you of a greater’ and 
| «much’* more formidable and fatal Dancsr, 
after the Earthquake fhall beover). “Fhe Dan- 

er is great left the prefagious and. -minatory 





sand other American: Territories, and to England 
jt felf in the Jate) Barthquakesy come quickly 
‘ito be generally difregarded, and: no ‘Warning 
‘taken though to:loudly given; and Jeft Men 
chardenthev own! Hearts againtt’ the divine 
‘Verrors that began to foften ’em,. refufing to 
“Hind ‘the Dbings:of their Peacey in this their 
A bablitto wcodsb Qo due} aeyybeodend P20) 

oe0Axp though many ‘carnal Sinners feem now 
‘to ‘be much» affected, yet) alas! ‘How little 
'Trufteis to beputiin Fears’and ‘Tears, Pray: 
‘etssand Vows, by the Earthquake: now forc- 
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| Part of GOD’s terrible Voice to New-England, 
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ed from them ? Many heretofore have:‘had 


‘great Awakenings, Meltings and | good: RE > 
feGtions fora Time, and) yet not one Grain 


‘of faving Grace.» A odudden and terrible 


‘Summons-to appear’ before the, moftvamazing 


Tribunal of the GOD of infinite. Juttice and 


‘Purity, and by Him to be chain’d down in an 
‘unalterable Eternity of Torments;: may daunt i 


the moit valiant Sinnersupon Earth ; and an 
awakened natural Defire of Self-Pretervation, 
may bring him down upon his Knees, and 
make him with trembling to cry peccavi be- 
fore GOD, and mingling: his) Prayers with 


“Nows of Obedience, ‘to deprecate: tetiponal | 


and eternal Deftruction: And all this may 


be, while the Man has no fupreme and heate | 
ty Love to GOD, and no?Devotion to Him, ‘ 


no thorow Hatred of Sin and. Mortification to 
it} and no Afhance on and Union. to the: on- 
ly REDEEMER. et cork | 


“~e + 


” Now when a Man. conceives: and enter-— 
tains acfixed, but falfe. Opinion that. he, is _ 


thorowly *conyerted to GOD. in CHRIST, 


when he dis not, be has thereby put: himfelf — 


“nto a Condition of dangerous: Security, that 
is very obfiructive to his. being converted in- 
deed.” Porafmuch.as ‘having, a Notion. of his 
being a new Creature, andin CHRIST 
JESUS already, and out of danger of Hell- 


Fire, he remains*without a Senfe of bis undone | 








‘State, and puts by all Sermons of Conviction — 


-as not belonging to him ; and holding fatk this 
Deceit, he neither cries inceflantly to,GOD © 
a ae . | PO eo 
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to enter in at the firait Gate, in the Name and 
Strength of CHRIST, with ear. and Lrem- 
| bling> 

O entertain not, hip, not in.your Bofoms 
fuch a dreadful Enemy | to Converfion, as is a 
‘faile Perfuafion that you are really converted, 





when as you are ftill carnal; and fatally. mile 


take not common Gifts, and Graces, and In- 
fluences forfuch as are Heart-changing and 
| faving ; but humbly and_ thankfully improve 
them to, quicken and encourage you to:feck 
-moft earneftly. to the LORD Gop for thofe 
that are faving. dndeedwiy uy } 


won faffer the Word of EXHORTATION 
to take Impreffion upon you, that. you HAR- 
| DEN NOT, your Hearts. Hearken to it, and 
receive it not as the Word of a weak mortal 
Man, but. as. it-is indeed andsin truth the 
Word of the everliving and almighty Hany? 
GOD, for it. is written in}, P/aliz,.g5. 8.) 
 Heby3.).8. and» in. Heb... aoe. LAR DEN 
“NOG. YOUR. HEARTS: »\And the Hoxy 
Guosr faith, it. “Wherefore he that rej jected 


the Exhortation, defpifed not Man but GOD. 





| | BAND Mi it of a.Certainty, that the carnal Peo- 


ple of . New-England are as liable to: fall into 
pone nA if ranfgieffion of Hardning. their 
—Heartsy,as ‘ever the: Children, of GOD’s Co- 


-wenant of old, in the Land) of Frael were, 


before the tie of GOD. came in the Fleth ; 


au as_cver the Chriftian Hebrews were afters , 





wards, 





for regenerating. Grace, nor.-ftrives mightily. 
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waids) unto whor the infpited “Apottle-wrote. 


1 GE ARD therefore, in the Name of GOD,I | 


befeech you, againft this DANGERS ‘1916 


THEREFORE | 


—E. Levr us fadly conclude upon it, ‘that He 


in this Land:-( not 'to mention our Nations, 


or their other Provinces’ and Plantations ) 
as to the Generility, bave not duely” beard and 
taken the awful Warnings, that our merciful 
GOD and SAVIOUR ‘hath-fentius ine His 
written’ Word, and by His Prophets and Em- 


bafladors, and “by our Syfiods,:and ‘by*His — 


diftrefling affiictive “Providences of) various 


£ 


Kinds ; fotif we had duely ‘heard and taken_ 


them, there ‘would have been’’no ‘Need of 


thé extraordinary minatory and ‘terrifying 


Warning,’ which’ GOD faw ‘it: neceflary to 
_ give us, in the dreadful Earthquake. | 


50 UE Ler us really believe it, dnd Tet it’ fink 


Adtwn into our Hearts, to our deep Humiliation, — 


that the LORD GOD is very ANGRY with-us, 
and is RESOLVED, if ‘we amend: not? the 
Frames of our Hearts, and the Aftions: of OUT 
Lives, to break and defiroy us. - Carnal. Men 








Se 


are hard to ‘be'perfuaded that GOD is fo ang 


ery indeed.’ Butohy ¥reat Earthquakes: “GOD 
‘declares it-+. aid’'the pldin’ Exprefiions of: the 


facred Oracles? have fo interpreted His Voice - 


“gh them!! Sé& Fer 2a. a4, 1-26. Ezek z8. 
wos iao TAT stern Opn h FD Q.SAy he 
ol hile "Twas 
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| 
Twas'at GOD fierce Angerithat the Mountains 
trembled, “In the Bire of His Wrath there isa 
Neveat foaking, the Earth foakes, and the Moun- 
rains are thrown down : When GOD inarched 
thraugh the Land in Tadignation, athe Moun-=. 


Anger. Though GOD yet {pares us, yet cer= 
tainly He is'‘very angry; and isin the Way 
of ‘Judgment with us, while i Wrath He 
vemenbers Mercy, and gives us a Space for Re- 






















fy Hi quickly,  Matth. 5. 23600 

OTK. Ler us deeply and fadly confider, Thar 
if we take not thisextraordinary and tremendous 
Warning, our Iniquities will be moft heinoufly 





Sin wil-be moft inexcufeable, and GOD’s Lhrone 
red, though He make us-defolate..'. , 


His dreadful Mines under us, which fhake us 





to continue obftinate in Tranfgreffion -will 


to believe: Himy never to: fear. Him, until 7 
Hell we lift up. our Byes, being. im Lorments, 
Lt is verily a Day of Provocation ( great be- 
yond Expreffion’ ) when Men‘ ’'thus harden 
het ‘Hearts. Such Ingratitude for Warn~ 
ng- Mercy and Sparing-Goodnefs,: is intolera~" 
ple*'to ‘the greateft: Patience, Muth. 10. 15. 
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tains trembled, and He overturned °em in His. 


pentance.O let us agrée with Wim and paci~ 


aggravated, and our Security and Obftinacy im 
of Fuftice will be clearly vindicated and acquit- 
Wen He is ‘already adtually {pringine. 
\itormidably and portend our Deftruction, then 


thew that we are defperately «refolved never 



























¢ 











Gnd ett eee Seamer mene 
AA A SERMON: Occafioned 


How fhall we anfwer it ? And) what: cast 
we poffibly think of to plead in Excufe for it ?_ 














IV. Ler us: confider, If continuing to har- 
den our Hearts. and fin yet more, we hereby 
foew and prove that we are, as to a! Means, 
unveclaimable » and \ incurable, whether . our 
Measure of Lranfgreffions: aad Iniquities will 
not be quickly full ¢ And whether the moft 
wife and righteous GOD and Judge, will.not: 
count Himfelf obliged, for the Honour: of 
His Government, to fign and feal and fend 
the fatal Warrant againit us, and immediaté- 
ly to fee to the powerful Execution of it to 
the utmoft Extremity ? See Prov. 29. 1. He, 
that being often. reproved hardneth kis Neck,» 
foal fuddenly be deftrayed and that without Re-— 
medy. And 2 Chron. 36. 14, --- 16. ---- Lhe 
People tranfereffed very much, ----- They defpi-_ 
fed GOD?s Words &cx --- until the Wrath of | 
the LORD arofe againft His People, tik there | 
wasno Remidy: 20 ishing wpe iGo oH 
































































































































‘ W. Ler us confider, Since former and later 
‘areat Earthqaakes in other Places, have deftrey- 
ed great Towns, and Cities, and many Thou 
fands of Lives, what it is the fignal and fingts 

lar Goodnefs of GOD tous, in fparing bundveds 
of Towns, and many Theufands of Lives, 
points at, and leads us unto? Whether its , 
not our Repentance ?. ( Rom. 2 4. --= Lhe 
Goodnefs of GOD leadeth thee te Repentance.) 
And whether it be not a Matter of Neceffity | 
Ane 
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broken Hearts and contrite Spirits. And in. Or- 


Gift they are, Let. us think whether, it.be 


‘miraculous Power, they may be foftned, if 
the. Adamant-diffolving, . and moft precious 
Blood: of the Loxnp. Jesus Curist; Luke 13.24. 


} the humane Nature ;( and why fhould we fruf- 
i trate the kind Part of it as to our felves ? ) 

together with fome tender, Thoughts of our 
-ForesFather’sErrand,whichHs fent them upon, 


—thofe that blindly teftify againit that Teftimo- 


ny! Ifwecome not,with bleeding Souls to 


above ten Thotfand Worlds ;if Sin weigh 
Wi lighter with us than outward Sufferings, and. 


‘+r. 
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by the BAR THQUAKR. ag 
and of the laft- Importance to us, that.we get 


der to'our obtaining them of the Lonn, whofe 








not high Time forus\ ta feck the LORD, who 
wil for this be fought; and inquired of snor 4g 
thall we. moft ferioufly:/cek Him in vain, Ezek, Ee 
36. 34. We alfo dtriving with utmoft Agony — =. 





and, Earneftnefs;.at His Command, to ftretch. = 
 forthiour hard-Hearts-.and withered Hands | ie 
a =e 4 5 hs eo ean 
towards Him,; that fo by Hrs fupernatural a 


Herewithal, why fhould we _ not . entertain 
Soul melting Thoughts of the infinite Son os 


GOD His great Errand into the World, in 


into the Wildernefs, into which they came, 
for the Teftimony of Jesus ? GOD forgive 


a bleeding Saviour ;/if we fet Him and Mam- 
mon, or Him andsBelial-Lufts upon the fame 
‘Throne in our Hearts ; if. we prize. not the 
Favour of GOD, and Union with CHRIST 


the Inventions and Inftitutions of Men weigh 
heavier than the pure Ordinances of GOD 5 | 
‘en G eur 
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our own Hearts, as well as our godly Proge- 

nitors, will rife ap iu’ the Fudgment againft us 

and condemn ns. As we would have GOD to 

hear our Prayers for Softnefs of Heart, we — 
muft carefully avoid the Evils that will harden | 
*em; fuch as Pride, Difcontent, Envy, Malice, | 
‘intemperance, Senfuality, Whoredom, Sloth, | 
and all other Sins againft Light and Confci- | 
ence. And we may do well to remember, 
that the Sins which his People, fet Light by,. 
the moft holy GOD fets ’em in the Light of - 
"His angry Countenance, and punifhes "em 
with no light Judgment. ‘Therefore let us not — 
harden our Hearts in ein ; Por ow GOD is a 
confuming Fire. ane BEEF. a 
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